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The Effectiveness of a Synthetic Learning Strategy Based on
Active Learning in Enhancing Achievement in Literary
Criticism and Developing Syntactic Concepts

of the Secondary Stage Students in Jordan

Prepared by
Mahmoud Zuhdi Farfoura

Supervised by
Professor: Abid Al Rahman Alhashimi

Abstract

This study aimed at specifying the Effectiveness of a learning
traditional strategy based on active learning in enhancing
achievemet in literary criticism and developing syntactic concepts of
secondary stage students in Jordan. To achieve this aim, the study
attempted to answer the following questions:

1. Is there a difference in the achievemet in literary criticism of
secondary stage students in Jordan due to the teaching strategy,
(the synthetic strategy based on active learning and the traditional
method)?

2. Is there an interaction between the teaching strategy (the
synthetic strategy based on active learning and the traditional
method) and gender as regards enhancing achievement of literary
criticism in Jordan?

3. Is there a difference in developing the syntactic concepts of

secondary stage students in Jordan
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(the synthetic strategy based on active learning and the traditional
method) due teaching method?

4. Is there an interaction between the teaching strategy (the
synthetic strategy based on active learning and the traditional
method) and gender as regards developing the syntactic concepts
of secondary stage students in Jordan.

The study population consisted of ( 130 ) first secondary
students from the literary stream at Ahmad Tokan Secondary Male'
School and Alkousour Secondary Female' School during the
scholastic year 2007 — 2008. Both schools were government
schools in the Fourth Amman Directorate of Education .The
students were distributed into four sections .The sections were
distributed randomly into two groups: an experimental group (64
male and female students). which was taught through the
educational synthetic strategy based on the active learning.
a control group ( 66 male and female students) which was taught
through the traditional method.

To achieve the objective of this study, the researcher prepared
a test for literary criticism and another test for the syntactic grammar.
The validity of the two tests and their stability were verifiecl. Two
post tests were applied to the study groups. The researcher
prepared a teacher guide including the educational content which
was taught according to the steps of the traditional educational
strategy based on active learning.

The means and standard deviations of the students' scores were

calculated.
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The analysis of variance was used (Two way ANCOVA) to test the
effectiveness of the strategy in enhancing achievement in literary
criticism and developming syntactic concepts of secondary stage
students in Jordan . The results were as follows:

1. The synthetic strategy based on the active learning had an effect
on enhancing achievement in literary criticism of the students who
studied through this strategy.

There were statistically significant difference at level (0.05) in favor
of the experimental group.

2. There was no statistically significant difference due to the
interaction between gender and the teaching synthetic strategy
based on active learning, in enhancing achievement in literary
criticism.

3. The synthetic strategy based on the active learning had an effect
on developing the syntactic concepts of students who studied
through the strategy.

There was statistically significant difference at level (0.05) in favor
of the experimental group.

4. There was no statistically significant difference due to the
interaction between gender and the teaching synthetic strategy
based on active learning,in the development of syntactic
concepts

In the light of the results of the study, the researcher

recommended using the educational synthetic strategy based on
active learning in teaching literary criticism and syntactic grammar to
secondary stage students and training the teachers of Arabic how to

teach using this strategy.
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